
A Quick Guide to the

 2022 Primary & General Elections

Win Elections Network (WEN)
A coalition of activist groups in Duval County working to win elections



 

1 
 

A Quick Guide to the 
2022 Primary and General Elections 

Table of Contents 
Be a Voter! .................................................................................................................................................... 2 

What is the Primary Election? ....................................................................................................................... 4 

What is the General Election? ...................................................................................................................... 5 

Which Offices will be on the 2022 Ballot? .................................................................................................... 5 

➢ Federal Offices .................................................................................................................................. 5 

➢ State Offices ...................................................................................................................................... 6 

➢ Constitutional Amendments ............................................................................................................. 7 

➢ Local Offices ...................................................................................................................................... 8 

➢ Beaches & Baldwin City Council Elections ........................................................................................ 8 

Voting Tips .................................................................................................................................................... 9 

 

 

 



 

2 
 

A Quick Guide to the 
2022 Primary and General Elections 

Be a Voter! 
Voting is essential to democracy.  Every citizen matters.  Every vote matters.  We encourage 

you to be a voter and to vote in every election.  Vote! Vote! Vote! Vote the entire ballot! 

In a recent twitter exchange, Sherilynn Ifill of the NAACP Legal Defense Fund made a 

powerful case for why people – especially Black people – should vote.  Her comments below 

are just a part of the compelling case she makes for participatory democracy and citizen 

engagement. 

• “When we fail to vote in elections, we cede power.”  

 

• “#LeaveNoPowerOnTheTable. 

In Florida, scores of school boards 

are electing members. As you may 

be aware school boards are 

currently engaged in fights 

focused on keeping students from 

learning Black history. So-called 

“anti-CRT” bans.”  

 

• “Vote in elections for the Circuit 

and County court judges.  These are your basic trial court judges.  They decide civil 

cases, criminal cases for felonies, as well as juvenile cases. Circuit judges are also ruling 

on redistricting maps.  Redistricting determines the balance of political power and the 

opportunity for meaningful representation.  Judges on Florida’s state Supreme Court - 

your highest court - are also up for retention election.  These judges are the last word on 

interpreting Florida law.” 

 

• “The United States Senate matters.  Florida Senator Marco Rubio voted against the Black 

woman jurist (and Miami native) Ketanji Brown Jackson for the Supreme Court, the child 

tax credit, against the freedom to vote act, and against the infrastructure bill.” 

 

• “Florida Governor Ron DeSantis is up for reelection this year. 

1. Signed a voter suppression bill into law (editor’s note: his redistricting plan 

also dismantled two Black Congressional Districts). 

2. Promoted and signed a bill targeting protesters and immunizing drivers who 

run down protesters. 

 

“VOTE IN EVERY ELECTION. SCHOOL BOARD. 

D.A., LOCAL JUDGE, AGRICULTURE 

COMMISSION, GOVERNOR, SENATE. MAKE 

THEM FEEL IT. KEEP FIGHTING.” 

Sherilynn Ifill, NAACP Legal Defense Fund 
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3. Signed a bill outlawing teaching the truth about racism.  

4. Created a ‘police election force.’” 

 

This Quick Guide to the 2022 Primary and General Elections is intended to give you the 

information you need to be an informed and engaged voter! It describes the elections process, 

and provides an overview of offices and issues on the ballot in the upcoming elections. We hope 

you will use it and Be a Voter! 
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A Quick Guide to the 
2022 Primary and General Elections 

What is the Primary Election? 
A Primary Election is held to nominate a candidate from a political party for an office up 

for election.  

In the state of Florida, voters must first be registered as a Democrat or a Republican to be 

eligible to participate in the primary of their respective political party. This type of 

primary is called a “closed primary.”  Voters who have No Party Affiliation or who are 

registered with a third political party may still vote in the primary for the non-partisan 

officers, such as Duval County School Board positions and County Judges and Circuit 

Judges on the Primary Ballot. 

Florida also has the Universal Primary Contest (UPC).  The Florida Constitution 

defines the UPC:  If all candidates for an office have the same party affiliation and the 

winner will have no opposition in the general election, all qualified electors, regardless of 

party affiliation, may vote in the primary elections for that office. 

Deadline to register to vote for the Primary 

Election is July 25, 2022. 

Deadline to Request a Vote by Mail or 

Absentee Ballot for the Primary Election is 

August 13, 2022 . 

Early Voting for the Primary Election August 8 
- August 21, 2022.  

The date of the Primary Election is August 23, 

2022. 

IMPORTANT 

DATES

T ES
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What is the General Election? 
After the primary, the party nominees and any other candidate who qualified for the 

contested office run against each other to fill the seat up for election. Whoever wins the 

most votes in the General Election wins the office.   

Which Offices will be on the 2022 Ballot? 
The following Federal and State offices will be on the ballot. 

➢ Federal Offices
United States Senate, 100 members, each state elects two Senators.  U.S. Senators serve

a six-year term. The Senators are elected in three classes, with one-third of the Senate

elected every two years.  In 2022, all the Senators in Class III are up for election.  Florida

is one of the states electing a U.S. Senator in 2022.

United States House of Representatives, 435 

members, two-year term.  The members of the U.S. 

House of Representatives are addressed as 

Representative or Congressman/Congresswoman.  Each 

state is awarded membership in the U.S. House based 

on its population. Florida is the third most populous 

state and elects 28 of the 435 members to the U.S. 

House of Representatives.  Following the 2020 census, 

 

Deadline to register to vote for the General 

Election is October 11, 2022. 

Deadline to Request a Ballot to be Mailed for the 

General Election is October 29, 2022. 

Early Voting for the General Election: October 24-

November 6, 2022. 

The date of the General Election is November 8, 

2022. 

IMPORTANT 

DATES
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Florida was awarded an additional congressional seat. This seat was given to central Florida 

during the state redistricting process. 

Unlike the U.S. Senate, which is elected statewide, members of the U.S. House of 

Representatives are elected from Congressional Districts.  Jacksonville/Duval County 

encompasses two Congressional Districts: Congressional District 4 and Congressional 

District 5.  

➢ State Offices

▪ Florida Executive Branch

Governor, chief executive of the state of Florida. Once nominated, the gubernatorial

candidate selects a Lieutenant Governor to serve as 

a running mate. Both are elected for a four-year term 

in office.  All of Florida state executive and 

legislative officials are limited to two terms (eight 

years) in office.  

The Florida Cabinet is part of the elected Florida 

Executive Branch. There are three Florida Cabinet 

officers elected for four-year terms:  

The Florida Attorney General, chief legal officer of the state. 

The Florida Commissioner of Agriculture, supports and regulates Florida’s 

agriculture industry. 

The Florida Chief Financial Officer, responsible for overseeing the state’s 

finances. 

▪ State Legislative Branch: The Florida Legislature

Florida Senate, 40 members each elected to a four-year term from State Senatorial 
Districts. Jacksonville/Duval County

encompasses State Senate District 4 and State

Senate District 5.  Both districts are up for

election.

Florida House of Representatives, 120 members

each elected to a 2-year term from State House

Districts.  Jacksonville/Duval County is included
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in State House Districts 12, 13, 14, 15, 16 & 17. All of these seats are up for 

election. 

▪ Florida Judicial Branch

Florida has a four-tier judicial system: County Courts, Circuit Courts, District Courts

of Appeal, and the Florida Supreme Court.  There are 67 counties in Florida, each

with a County Court and County Judges. Florida is divided into 20 Judicial Circuits.

The Circuit Courts are the Florida trial courts.

Circuit Judges for Duval, Nassau and Clay County

make up the 4th Judicial Circuit.

All judges in Florida are elected or retained for a 

six-year term in office. The names of County and 

Circuit Judges whose terms have expired and who 

have a filed opponent will appear on the Primary 

Election Ballot. 

In the 2022 General Election, judges on the District Courts of Appeals and the Florida 

Supreme Court will be on the ballot for Merit Retention. 

Judges on the 5 District Courts of Appeals and the Florida Supreme Court are 

appointed by the Governor from a list of names submitted by a Judicial Nominating 

Commission.   In the election before their term in office expires, the names of the 

judges are placed on the ballot for a Yes or No Vote.  A majority of voters must cast a 

vote to retain the judge for another six-year 

term. This process is known as Merit 

Retention.  

The state of Florida is divided into five 

districts for the Courts of Appeals.  Duval 

County is geographically part of the 1st 

District Court of Appeals. Five judges 

will be on the ballot for Merit Retention in 

the 1st District Court of Appeals. 

The Florida Supreme Court is comprised of seven justices. Five of the Florida 

Supreme Court Justices will be on the ballot for this statewide Merit Retention 

vote. 

➢ Constitutional Amendments

There will be three Constitutional Amendments on the 2022 General Election Ballot

FL Courts 
of Appeals 
Districts 
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1. Limitation on Assessment of Real Property Used for Residential Purposes 

2. Abolishing the Constitution Revision Commission 

3. Additional Homestead Property Exemption for Specified Critical Public Services 

Workforce 

➢ Local Offices 

Jacksonville has a consolidated government. The City of Jacksonville is merged together 

with Duval County. Therefore, Duval County is Jacksonville and the incorporated cities 

of Atlantic Beach, Jacksonville Beach, Neptune Beach and Baldwin.   

 

Duval County School Board Districts 2, 4, and 6 will be 

on the Primary Election ballot. These are non-partisan (not 

affiliated with a political party) seats and all registered 

voters can vote for any candidate in their district.  

  

In order to improve Duval County schools a one-mill 

increase in property taxes will be a Referendum on the 

Primary Ballot for voter approval. 

 

Two vacancies on the Jacksonville City Council, due to resignations in District 7 and 

District 9, will be up for Special Election on the Primary Ballot.  

 

An election to fill a vacancy for the Jacksonville Sheriff will also be up for Special 

Election on the Primary Ballot. 

 

Duval County Soil & Water Conservation District, Groups 1, 3 and 5 are up for 

election in the General Election. These seats are also non-partisan. 

➢ Beaches & Baldwin City Council Elections 

Atlantic Beach, Neptune Beach, Jacksonville Beach and the City of Baldwin will hold 

elections to fill seats on their city councils in 2022. These 

elections are nonpartisan.  

Atlantic Beach will select a Mayor (Seat 1), and two city 

commissioners (Seats 4 & 5). 

Neptune Beach will elect City Councilors in Seats 4 & 5. 

 

There are three city council seats (Seat 4, District 1; Seat 5, District 2 & Seat 6, District 

3) on the ballot in Jacksonville Beach, as well as amendments to the city charter. 
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The City of Baldwin will fill two seats on its Town Council (Group 1 & 2). 

NOTE: The regular Jacksonville Mayoral and City Council election will not take place 

until 2023. 

Voting Tips 

Every eligible citizen has a right to vote in this country. Here are some steps you can take to 

make sure you are able to exercise this important right on election day: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For information about voter registration and your voting status, Vote-by-Mail, early 

voting and Election Day voting sites, and required identification visit 

 

www.duvalelections.com 
 

 
Published by the Win Elections Network (WEN) 

Compiled and Designed by 

Marcella Washington, Ph.D.    

Carol Brady, M.A.                            

1. Register to vote or check your voter status with Duval County Supervisor of 

Elections.  

 

2. Update your signature. Your current signature is used to verify your voting 

status. 

 

3. Vote-by-Mail. It’s safe, easy and convenient. Follow the instructions 

carefully. 

 

4. If you chose to vote in person, vote early during the designated dates at any 

early voting site in Duval County. 

 

5. If you vote on Election Day, double check your polling location. 

 

6. Make sure you have a required ID that is current and has your picture and 

signature on it. e.g., Florida’s driver’s license, Florida ID, Student ID. 

 

7. Vote the entire ballot. 
 

Participate in democracy! It’s your right! 

file:///C:/Users/Carol/AppData/Local/Packages/microsoft.windowscommunicationsapps_8wekyb3d8bbwe/LocalState/Files/S0/231610/Attachments/www.duvalelections.com
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